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August 2023 


From The President 
Dear Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club members, 


As of this past weekend, Dave Corsello KD2JIP reached out 
and explained that due to the expansion of his business he 
would not have the time needed to fulfill all of the duties 
as President of our club and has tendered his resignation 
to the Board effective immediately. 


I'd like to thank Dave for the many initiatives he has 
brought to the club including addition of adding a hotspot 
for internal and external WI-FI service, the 
Youth Committee creation, and providing club leadership 
through Field day and Hamfest. | count Dave as a friend 
and know he will continue to be a great asset to FLARC in 
the future! 


As vice-president, | will now fulfill the duties until the end 
of the calendar year and will assume until then the role of 
President. My primary goal will be to ensure we can 
maintain all previously scheduled activities. Over the last 
weekend | have reached out to the officers, trustees, past 
presidents, and many others for help in this process—they 
have all offered their great assistance. 


We are so fortunate to have a great space at the Fair Lawn 
Community center, high-end HF radio equipment, and 
many highly-skilled and educated members. In addition, 
we have activities every week throughout the week. 


Monday is a net which you tune into even from the face 
of your computer or cell phone should you wish by using 
Echo link. Tuesday the club premises are open for 3 hours 
to allow use of equipment and for general conversations 
and questions on radio. Wednesday is another net for 
RACES/ ARES; they often do training on skills like Winlink. 
Friday the club is usually open again for 3 hours. 


If you haven’t been active as of late | encourage you to try 
out one of these and just enjoy Ham radio once again! 


Best, 
Lee Smith KD2DRS 
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Notable Hams 


This new column will feature notable hams both past 
and present. Our first installment will focus on one of 
the most iconic actors of the 20th century, Marlon 
Brando, best known perhaps as_ The Godfather. 


Yes, The Godfather was a ham. 


S SS WS YR 


Brando as The Godfather: Don Vito Corleone 


Marlon Brando (April 3, 1924- July 1, 2004) was the 
embodiment of the idea that if you find something 
you love, and that you’re good at, success will surely 
follow. It was a good thing that Brando loved acting, 
and was good at it, because at the outset of adulthood 
it didn’t seem he would amount to much. He was 
expelled from two high schools (never graduating), then 
rejected from the Army in WWII for a bad knee, finally 
finding work digging ditches (literally) as a 19 year old. 


i 


Brando as Stanley Kowalski in a Streetcar Named Desire 
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In the late 1940s Brando drifted to New York and began 
taking acting classes. The rest, as they say, is history. 
His first big break, after some lackluster, if not failed, 
performances, was the role of Stanley Kowalski in 
Tennessee William’s masterpiece, A Streetcar Named 
Desire. 


He played that role on Broadway and was again cast in 
the role for the 1951 film. It was his first film and he 
won the coveted Academy Award (an Oscar) for Best 
Actor. He was not yet 30 years old. 


After starring in a few so-so films after A Streetcar 
Named Desire, he landed a role in a movie called 
The Wild One. In that movie he played a “rebel without 
a cause” type character as member of a motorcycle 
gang. That role became the model for the whole 1950s 
rebellious black leather jacket look. 


Brando in The Wild One 


This eventually led to figures such as James Dean, 
Elvis Presley and eventually to the parody that was 
John Travolta in “Grease.” But the initial “look” (the black 
leather jacket and the scowl), was pure Brando. 


The next movie he starred in has been hailed by many 
as one of the most important films ever made. That, 
of course, is On the Waterfront. In that movie Brando 
played the central character, Terry Malloy, a washed-up 
prize fighter now working as a longshoreman in 
Hoboken. His performance, for which he won another 
Academy Award, has been cited as one the finest in the 
history of Hollywood. 


Delivered in the back of a cab and with such sorrow and 
sadness for “what might have been”... the lines, 
“\could’ve been a contender, | could’ve been 
somebody, instead of a bum, which is what | am...” 
have entered the American lexicon, even if people 
don’t know where it came from. 


Continued on next page. 
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Notable Hams, continued 


: : 
| could've been a contender: 
Brando in On The Waterfront 


Brando’s career ebbed and flowed after that. He had 
some successes, but earned a reputation as being difficult 
to work with and his career stagnated. Then came 
The Godfather. Volumes have been written about how 
Francis Ford Coppola, the Director, wanted him, how the 
studio didn’t want him, how he didn’t want the part, how 
he did want the part, etc. Much of that is lore and the 
whole story may never be fully known. 


What is true is that when Brando decided he wanted the 
part, he dressed up as the Godfather, put cotton balls in his 
cheeks and went to visit Coppola and the studio executives, 
in character, guttural voice and all, as Don Vito Corleone, 
the Godfather. He got the job on the spot. 


If On the Waterfront is among the most important films 
ever made, so is The Godfather. Marlon Brando was 
central to both. By the way, Brando won an Academy 
Award for his performance in The Godfather as well. 


Perhaps not so well known is the fact that Marlon Brando 
was an active and enthusiastic ham radio operator. 
He held two call signs, one in the U.S. and one in 
French Polynesia. His U.S. call sign was KE6PZH. * 


He held a general class license, which means, in those 
days, he had to pass a 13 word a minute Morse Code test. 
So he was serious about getting a ham radio license. As an 
accommodation to the famous actor the FCC listed him in 
its official data base (and in the old Ham Radio Callbooks) 
as Martin Brandeaux. Brando died in 2004. 


His French Polynesia call was FO5GJ and, interestingly, 
that was listed under his real name. 


At his California home, which was at 12900 Mulholland Drive 
in Beverly Hills, Brando had an 80 foot tower with a tri- 
bander beam at the top. If having an 80 foot tower is not 
enough to impress anyone as to his seriousness as a ham, his 
station in French Polynesia speaks volumes about how 
serious a ham radio operator Marlon Brando really was. 


Here is a picture of Marlon Brando’s station there : 


= 
E - 
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Brando's Shack in French Polynesia 


In an interview with Larry King in 1994, Brando was 
asked by a caller why he was a ham radio operator. 


He replied that he loved ham radio because it allowed 
him to be himself. It is said Brando rarely, if ever, 
identified himself on the air by his true name. Instead, 
he preferred to go by Mike, Martin Bumby, or 
Jim Ferguson, and often did accurate French, German, 
and Japanese accents on the air for fun. 


Ham radio is a big tent and everyone is welcome. 
Marlon Brando clearly loved ham radio and was proud 
enough to refer to it on the Larry King show. 


It just goes to show, anyone can be a ham radio 
operator and that “on the air” everyone is equal, 
respected and accepted simply as a fellow ham. 


That might have been part of the attraction for Marlon 
Brando. That said, once someone is bitten by the ham 
radio bug, the urge to get a license and get on the air is 
truly “an offer you can’t refuse.” 


Jim Jalil, W2KNG 


"Granted 1/17/1995, Expired 1/17/2005. 
https://wireless2.fcc.gov/UlsApp/UlsSearch/license.jsp?lickKey=558826 
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Name Badges Update The Resonator |s Now Archived! 

Ever wanted to search for something in The Resonator? 
Maybe a member profile. Perhaps a past Street Fair. Even 
who participated at Field Day in 2017. 


As approved at our’ business meeting, 
The Sign Man of Baton Rouge is now the 
approved vendor of FLARC name badges. 


Now you can. The Resonator has now been accepted as part of 
The order form will appear on the Sign Man's site the Digital Library of Amateur Radio and Communications. 


and orders can be taken. DLARC is a project of the Internet Archive (the not-for-profit 
: online library best known for The Wayback Machine.) DLARC is 
https://thesignman.com growing to be a massive online library of the past and present of 


ham radio and related communications. It is funded by a grant 
from Amateur Radio Digital Communications. 


When you need to find something, go to: 
https://archive.org/details/flarc-resonator 


You can use the search "text contents” field to do a full-text 
search on all issues or click “Date Published” to see them 
sorted by publication date. 


You know our little newsletter is cool. 
Now a lot more hams around the world will as well. 


Get Direct With FLARC! 


Here is a direct link to specific club info: just a click away! 


http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 
http://auction.FairLawnARC.org 
htip://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
http://calendar.FairLawnARC.org 
hitp:// FairL ARC. 
2023 Dues Are Due tip ://events.FairLawnARC.org 


http://exams.FairLawnARC.org 
Dues for 2023 will be accepted by the club starting on http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 


December 2nd with the 2022 Annual Meeting. There http://news.FairLawnARC.org 
are no changes to dues for the upcoming year. Cutoff a a apes 
date was March 31, 2023. But we'll still take it! gel 

http://youtube.FairLawnARC.org 
Please makes checks payable to: https://groups.io/g/FairLawnARC 
“Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club” 
and send them to: 


Fair Lawn ARC 

— Attn: David KD2MOB 
10-10 20° Street Online License Testing! 

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 Are you looking to get your license or upgrade without 


leaving your home? All you need is a laptop computer 
with a video camera. 


Please include a member application form with your 
check regardless of your member status. 
It can be found near the back of this newsletter. There are number of sites listed on 
hamstudy.org/sessions These folks will walk you 
through taking an exam online. 


| have worked with both WB5QNG and AA7HW. If you 
have any questions, please contact me_ at 


mStevenk2sab@gmail.com 
73, Steven Boston K2SAB 
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The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio 


Why is FLARC New Jersey’s Most Exciting Radio Club? 


Annual and Special Events 


e Field Day e Special Even 
Winter Field Day e Public Service Activities 
World Amateur Radio Day e Public Events 
Portable Day e Ham fests and Auctions 
Earth and Environmental Days ° Foxhunts 
Field Trips e Contests 
Club Exchanges e Youth Activities and more 


There Is Something Every Night At FLARC! 


Monday: Near and Far Net 
Tuesday: DMR Net and Open House at the clubhouse ; 


Wednesday: ARES/RACES Net 

Thursday: Tech Net 

Friday: Open House at the clubhouse or Kawfee Tawk Speaker Series (Monthly via Zoom) 
Weekends: Open House at the clubhouse, POTA and other station activations, Contests, Foxhunts 


Special Interest Groups 


* Portable Ops (POTA, SOTA, etc.) e Monitoring: SWL and other listening 
e DX: Chase the rare ones ¢ Contesting 

e Digital Voice: DMR and other modes ¢ EMCOMM 

e FT8: Plus, other WSJTX modes ¢ Radio Direction Finding 

e Satellite: Also, for weather interests e Raspberry pi, Arduino 

Plus: 


e An award-winning newsletter 
e A five-position operating station clubhouse e Monthly speaker programs 
e Anactive repeater—W2N PT linked with NJ2BS. e Educational programs and activities 


e New antennas on the roof e Active in-person and social networking 


* Monthly VE testing e Anextensive video education archive 


That is Why FLARC Is the Most Exciting Club Around! 


Come join us in-person or via Zoom for more activities, speakers, and projects! 


www. fairlawnarc.org F} L > | YouTube iv 
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A Thanks To All Our 2023 Hamfest Sponsors! 


‘tg Bioenno)Powere 


QL ALPHA ANTENNA® 


LL Easy Way Ham Books Hamsource 


Kantronics ~ FlexRadio 


i 


ag : Seu Hedin 


> 
the make.deliver.connect. 


WAYNE ELECTRONICS LLC 


ENGINEERING 


Sponsors as of 25 April 
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The Club Fair Lawn ARC is the fastest growing ham club around, 
with five operating positions in a permanent clubhouse. Visitors and 
guests are always welcome. The club is open every Friday night, 
except when there is a Kawfee Tawk scheduled, from NLT 6:30 PM. 
Business meetings are the first Friday of the month at 7:30PM. 


2023 Officers, Committees and Assignments 


President 
Vice President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Trustee 
Trustee 


Trustee 
Field Day 


Member Services 
Health & Welfare 


Marketing 
Program 
Video/YouTube 
Social Media 


Photographer 


Community Relations 


Hamfest 


Auction 


Education 


Net Scheduler 
Contests 
FLARC Historian 


Webmaster 


Technical 


RACES/ARES Director 
RACES/ARES Liaison 
Newsletter Editor 
Newsletter Publisher 


Quartermaster 
W2NPT Trustee 
NK2H Trustee 


President serves as ex Officio to all committees 
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Lee Smith 


David Gotlib 
Jim Jalil 

Fred Wawra 
Brian Cirulnick 


Judith Shaw 

Noel Pagan 

Steve Wraga 

Judith Shaw 
Nomar Vizcarrondo 
Jim Cooper 

[open] 

Thom Guida 


Brian Duddy 

Thom Guida 

Dave Marotti 
Giovanni Lucero 
Gene Ottenheimer 
Dave Gotlib 

Ed Efchak 

Gene Ottenheimer 
Nomar Vizcarrondo 
[open] 

Bill Kelly 

Earle "Skip" Barker 
Paul Brennan 


Brian Cirulnick 
Lowell Vant Slot 
Fred Belghaus 


Jim Cooper 
Jim Cooper 
Paul Cornett 
Brad Kerber 
Fred Wawra 
Dave Gotlib 
Steve Wraga 
Jim Jalil 

Jim Cooper 


Brian Cirulnick 
Paul Cornett 
Ed Efchak 


KD2DRS 


KD2MOB 
W2KNG 
W2ABE 
KD2KLN 


KC2LTM 


W2MSA 
WA2BYX 


KC2LTM 


NP4H 
Ww2JCc 


W2NZ 
N2BTD 
W2NZ 
NK2Q 
K2GIO 
wo2w 
KD2MOB 
WX2R 


wo2w 
NP4H 


NB1LL 
KD2BRV 
N6FB 


KD2KLN 
W2DLT 
KR2H [W2AAB] 


w2Jc 
w2Jc 
Wwa2iP 
KM2C 
W2ABE 


KD2MOB 
WA2BYX 


W2KNG 
w2Jc 


KD2KLN 
Wwa2iP 
WX2R 


Want a Call Sign License Plate? 


Amateur Radio (Ham operators) license plates 
may be purchased for a $15 fee, for passenger 
vehicles, but not for commercial vehicles or 
motorcycles. (Applicants must be licensed by the 
Federal Communications Commission.) 


Call MVC at 609.292.6500 or (toll free in 
NJ) 888.486.3339 to request an application. 


The club has applications from time to time. If you 
would like an application, visit the “contact us” 
page, and we'll get one out to you.. or find the form 
and detailed instructions at: 


https://www.state.nj.us/mvc/pdf/vehicles/SP-23.pdf 


Tr 


* AMATEUR RADIO® 


Letters: 
A New Addition to The Resonator 


The editor has received a lot of nice notes, letters and 
comments about this newsletter and the club in 
general. We have not published them in the past but 
going forward we will at least try. 


Here are the grounds rules: 


e Please keep all comments as brief 
and succinct as possible. 

e No personal attacks. 

e No political rants. 

e¢ Nocomments promoting violence, racism, 
religious intolerance, vulgarity, obscenity, 
or other such discourteous behavior. 

e The Editor reserves the right to exclude any 
comments that violate our guidelines and 
may subject the writer to further disciplinary 
action by the club. 


PAY YOUR 


DUES NOW! 
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&& 


Hidetsugu Yagi's 130th Birthday Google Doodle 


Follow FLARC ON THE WEB 


Facebook: http://facebook.FairLawnARC.org 


Twitter: @FairLawnARC 
Blog: http://blog.FairLawnARC.org 
Youtube: http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or, 


Website: http://FairLawnARC.org 
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FlexRadio 


SIG Group Participation 


as of July 27, 2023 


Here is an update on the roster of Special Interest 
Groups...many groups have increased in size during 
the last month. About 45% of all members have 


joined at least one group. 
EMCOMM 
Contesting 
Digital Voice 
Monitoring 
DX 
FT8 
Satellite 
Portable Ops 
Radio Astronomy 
Raspberry pi 
Direction Finding 
FLARC General 


Sign up for a group... or... 


why not start one? 


11 
14 
32 
29 
19 


189 


Contact webmaster@FairLawnARC.org 


if you would like to start a new 
Special Interest Group. 


www.FairLawnARC.org 
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The Clubhouse 
Is Open 
Three Fridays 


In August! 


August 4 CLOSED - Business Meeting at 
Fair Lawn Senior Center 

August 11 OPEN 

August 18 OPEN 

August 25 OPEN 


Pop-Up Tuesdays are now in-person at the club 
as well as in the Zoom-room. 


The club will follow all borough COVID-19 requirements for these events. 
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AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


AMATEUR RADIO TESTING BY THE FAIR LAWN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


On August 19, 2023 the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club will continue 
amateur radio test sessions on a modified basis. 


These sessions will be held at the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. 
The location is at 10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ 
The session starts at 9:15 AM. 


A document will be provided to you prior to the date to indicate the time assigned to you. 


You must have it with you to take the test. 


Prior to Testing: 


Send an email to wo2w@arrl.net requesting to book your spot. 


PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED ~- NO WALK-INS ACCEPTED. 


Upon Arrival: 


You must have a government issued ID such as a valid driver’s license or passport, 
a filled out Form 605, and 3 filled out copies of the FCC CSCE form. 


Please Bring With You: 
You MUST bring and WEAR personal PPE items including a face mask. 
2 pens and 2 pencils. None will be provided to you, due to possible virus transmission. 


Your FRN number, and (if licensed) a copy of your ham license or 
a valid CSCE (Certificate of Successful Completion Exam). 


Additionally, the $15.00 exam fee. This is payable in cash (exact amount is a must). 


For information and scheduling, please contact: 
Gene/WO2W 


WO2W @arrl.net 
Visit our website at www.FairLawnARC.org and http://bit.ly/FLARC-Testin 
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Vast Archive of 
FLARC Activities and Info 


Members are reminded that we have a large 
archive of YouTube videos of our previous 
many years of Kawfee Tawk™ presentations, 
which cover many aspects of ham radio. Our 
mostly unsung hero club videographer, Thom 
W2NZ, has spent thousands of hours of his 
own time creating really professional quality 
videos of these 167 presentations. Visit our 
club YouTube page and you will see all of 
them listed on the main page, at 
http://youtube.FairLawnARC.or 


Another large and rather unused archive is 
that of our seven years of the club newsletter, 
The Resonator. They provide a nice historical 
record of the many activities of FLARC over the 
years, as well as lots of useful info about ham 
radio and electronics. The entire archive is at 
http://newsletters.FairLawnARC.or 


And don’t forget the FILES area of our groups.io 
website, where useful and important info is saved: 


https://fairlawnarc.groups.io/g/main/files 


Renew Your ARRL Dues... 
Send Free Money to FLARC! 


The ARRL has a great program to support affiliated 
clubs in that it sends part of your dues back to the 


club if you renew through the club. 


So... when you get your ARRL renewal, send both 
your check and your renewal application to 
David KD2MOB, our trusty Treasurer, who will take 
care of getting your renewal to Newington and a fat 
check for $5.00 back to FLARC. 


Nothing can be simpler... 
you just have to remember! ! 


Print and use the 
form on page 41 
of this issue of 


The Resonator 
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Club Apparel — 
Get Them While They're RED! 


Club apparel is always in vogue. Red is always "in" 
and your club friends all have them... you want a 
shirt or jacket for the next FLARC event! Great for 
Field Day! 


Don't forget.... they're easy to order. 
Goto www.hamthreads.com 


or visit http://apparel.FairLawnARC.org 


Check out the item selection that is posted on the 
FLARC website (with pictures and prices). Order 
the shirts or other items you want with either the 
regular FLARC logo or the still-cool 60th 
anniversary logo. Note: RED is the primary and 
preferred club standard shirt color. 


And why not WEAR your nice red shirt when you 
come to the club, especially for meetings and 
events. 


hate. LS eee Reh 
It’s easy to spot FLARC members 
with their red club shirts ! 


Ham Radio Is Contagious 
And It Won’t Make You Sick!! 


2023 FLARC Nets On The 
W2NPT Repeater: 


Near and Far Net Mondays at 8PM 


W2NPT and NJ2BS Repeaters 
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Special Note: As non-profit, the IRS now requires 
that we disclose annually the use of paid lobbyists to our 
members and indicate approximately what percentage of 
their dues goes toward that. 0% of your dues payment will 
be used by the club to directly pay a lobbyist firm to lobby 
on behalf of all our members regarding pending legislation 
that impacts our hobby. 


YOUR FIRST TRIP 
TO THE FCC 


Charles Finkleman, 
radio license clerk 
in the New York FCC 
office, adjusts speed 


of cutomatic tape 


By ROBERT HERTZBERG, W2DJJ 25 


xending machine to 
19 words-perminute. 


BEQUEATHS AND DONATIONS 


Planned gifts usually imply the family donation of amateur 
equipment to the club when someone has become a Silent Key. 
But it can be more. Club members might consider making a gift 
through a will or trust; gifts that help provide lifetime income to 
the club. Consult with your lawyer, estate planner or tax advisor 
if you feel such as gift is worthy. 


About The Club 


The Resonator is published monthly and is the official (and 
only) newsletter of The Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club. FLARC 
was established in 1956 and has met continuously since 
inception. The club is sponsored by the Borough of Fair 
Lawn. The club meets every Friday, except when a Kawfee 
Tawk is scheduled, at 6PM at the club station in The Fair 
Lawn Community Center, 10-10 20th Street, Fair Lawn, NJ. 
Business meetings are the first Friday of the month at 
7:30 PM at the club, and on Zoom. 


Visitors ARE ALWAYS welcome at our meetings. 


FLARC operates the W2NPT repeater (145.470- PL 167.9) 
located high atop the Community Center. The analog 
repeater is open to all amateurs for use without 
restrictions. 


The club has nearly two hundred paid members. 
Dues are currently $25 per year; 

$20 for new members. 
For more information, please see our website, at 


http://membership.FairLawnARC.or, 


All content in The Resonator is protected by copyright ©2020. 
No other use without permission. 
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Content and opinions expressed by 
contributors do not necessarily reflect the 
policies of the Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club, 
its Officers or members. Contributors grant 
express permission to FLARC to distribute 
articles in this or any issue of The Resonator. 
Authors also grant express permission for the 
use and/or repurposing of these articles, in 
part or in full, in other publications with credit 
to the original author and to The Resonator. All 
material is copyright ©2023-08-06. Do not 
copy or reproduce any of this material without 
the written permission of FLARC. 


Pee eeccccecccccccesecceeeeccceeeresereeesecceeeecoeeeeeseoeeenece 


| hanks! : 
: yor your : 
: Support// : 


: This is YOUR club.... Be a part of it !! 


FAIR LAWN'S 
COMMUNICATIONS CENTER! 
With Our Antennas On The Roof! 
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Blood Donors Needed 
In This Time Of Emergency 


The Red Cross and related organizations are in great need for 
blood donations since most corporate blood drives have been 


cancelled. This has become acute recently. 


American 
Red Cross 


Communitybloodservices.com 
has a network of offices open 
during the week and would 
really welcome folks making 
appointments to donate blood. 


Dear fellow Amateur Radio Operators, 


The American Red Cross (ARC) in New Jersey is working 
on a project where Amateur Radio Operators (HAMs) 
would support Red Cross’ internal emergency 
communications during a disaster. Red Cross sites can 
be shelters, warehouses, points of distribution, family 
reunification centers, community reception centers, and 
other sites where the Red Cross is supporting disaster 
response and recovery missions. 


We are seeking HAMs to support these sites as a backup 
for conventional communications that may fail during a 
disaster. This work is in direct support of safety of life 
and protection of property (47 CFR § 97.403). 


Currently, we are only looking for names of operators who 
would be interested in helping and their location within the 
state. The how will come after we know the who. 


We are looking for HAMs to work as partners, either as 
an individual or with an organized group (club, ARES, 
RACES). We are not looking to take anyone away from 
their other committed roles that they would perform for 
their communities. 


We have split the state into three territories, North- 
Central-South, each containing seven counties, with 
communications being provided within the territories 
and the state. 


The Red Cross will provide free disaster training to 
better understand what we are doing, as well as drills 
and exercises. Your commitment will be to attend 
training, drills, and exercises when you are able to and 
based on your ability to participate at the time that a 
disaster strikes. 


If you are interested in helping or learning more about 
this opportunity to use your amateur radio license in 
support of emergency communications in New Jersey, 
please fill out the form, at the link below. 


73, ARC Assist Committee 


Ed K2BED ¢ Mike KC2UOA « Peter S, not yet licensed ¢ 
Bill NBILL 


Formis at https://forms.office.com/r/tqmB8cBV3F 
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FLARC July 15, 2023 
VE Testing Results 


With VE testing back on schedule, Gene WO2W reports 
the following results: 


None 


Testing for next month will be at the 
Fair Lawn Recreation Center - with "Covid Restrictions.' 


See page 10 of this Resonator copy, and also the 
FLARC website for the latest details. 


Ten Special Interest Groups [SIGs] 
Already Formed: Any Others? 
A new SIG—Radio Direction Finding—has started 


under the tutelage of Bob KD2BKD. Club interest 
continues to grow in the SIGs. 


Another recently formed SIG is for those interested in 
Raspberry Pi and Arduino projects, but now includes 
DoltYourself (DIY)/Makers kit building, 3D printing 
and similar topics — also managed by KD2BKD. 


A list of all of the current SIGs is shown on page 6. 


Other possible groups, from the member survey, 
include: 


e Radio Propagation 

e Antennas and how they work 

e Ham radio software 

e Technical assistance to club members 


Anyone interested in leading any of these groups...? 


Please contact webmaster @FairLawnARC.org 
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LETTERS 


Why join the ARRL? 


At the risk of "preaching to the choir," this note is really a 
"discussion helper" to assist us all in engaging the non-ARRL 
members of the Amateur Radio community. 


One of the most confounding discussions that | have with 
fellow active Amateur Radio operators is the one where a 
ham is adamantly opposed to joining the ARRL. With the 
news of a long overdue dues hike from $49 to $59 that came 
out of the July ARRL Board meeting, and the accompanying 
option of having a printed copy of QST or On The Air rankling 
some members, let me suggest that this is not a disaster for 
the League. The ARRL Board needed to adjust the League's 
business model for it to be a sustainable organization. 


You might ask, "Why do we need an ARRL®" and "Why do we 
need to support it by joining?" As Amateur Radio operators, 
we are entrusted or licensed to use valuable segments of 
radio spectrum that many others wish to occupy and we 
need to justify our use of that spectrum as an ITU and FCC 
defined communications service. The League helps us in 
that process through three core and overlapping functions 
that are intended to ensure that Amateur Radio exists. 


1. Advocate and defend our service and spectrum 
with representations to, and the education of, 
government officials ranging from the ITU, FCC, 
NTIA, DOD, et al to local zoning and school boards. 


2. Educate operators in the many interesting ways 
Amateur Radio can be fun, educational, safe and 
of service to the nation, the community and to the 
operators themselves. 


3. Provide direct services to members, and in many 
cases non-members, that enhance the operating and 
technical experiences for Amateur Radio operators. 


The League is doing these things and is actively improving 
how each area is addressed. 


Item #1 is #1 for a reason. Without spectrum and the right to 
operate safely in one's home or in public, we don't have 
Amateur Radio. 


Forget the petty matters that alienated you from League 
membership. We need to circle the wagons of our relatively 
small community and present as united front when it comes 
to these key matters. By joining the League, you help 
demonstrate to officials that Amateur Radio operators are a 
diverse, yet unified resource. Further, through ARRL 
membership and donations you provide the League with 
many of the resources required to present our position. 
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#2 is focused on a broad range of means and methods to expose 
Amateur Radio operators to the seemingly endless ways by 
which our avocation and interest in radio can be pursued. 


Every ARRL member has electronic access to all four of the 
main periodicals of the ARRL including: QST, On the Air, QEX 
and NCJ. As an Amateur Radio operator of 48 years, | look 
forward to articles in each of these great journals every time 
they come out. | also enjoy the various free newsletters that 
any member may request through their member account 
page. Podcasts, videos and ARRL Bulletins and Code Practice 
broadcasts round out this rich set of general offerings. 


Seeing how new activities and interests of other, often new, hams 
helps me to not be stuck in the Amateur Radio of my youth. 


#3 includes a wide variety of direct services to Amateur Radio 
operators that are either "free" or provided for a very 
nominal fee. 


At the risk of missing someone's favorite function or service, 
here are some of the great services that the ARRL provides: 


1. The ARRL VEC for license training materials, support of 
local VE [Volunteer Examiner] teams, exam processing and 
renewal processing. 


2. The ARRL Lab staff for technical guidance in station 
building or operations. 


3. Assistance in locating and obtaining articles in archived 
ARRL journals. 


4. Guidance for handling permitting and zoning agencies that 
regulate Amateur Radio operations. 


5. The Teacher's Institute / Amateur Radio in the Classroom / 
The Collegiate Amateur Radio Program. 


6. Logbook of the World. 

7. Operating Awards. 

8. Radiosport Competitions [contests, etc.]. 
9. EMCOMM and technology skill courses. 
10. The Outgoing QSL Bureau. 


11. Support of the Section Level field organizations and 
affiliated clubs and their diverse activities. 


12. Referrals to volunteer legal and engineering experts. 
14. Referrals to Technical Coordinators and Specialists. 


15. Publication of outstanding reference books, field 
resources and special interest books designed to educate, 
coordinate and entertain 
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Letters, continued. 


resources and special interest books designed to 
educate, coordinate and entertain the reader. 


16. A web site that has a treasure trove of online 
resources whose organization and ease of access is 
improving by leaps and bounds month by month. 


If you have a question about any topic related to 
Amateur Radio, you can call the ARRL_ at 
+.1.860.594.0200 and they will gladly assist you. 


Everyone wants "free stuff." Membership benefits can 
be "free stuff," but they have costs nonetheless. 


The list of ARRL functions and services is impressive and 
likely grossly incomplete. They are driven by the 
objective priorities of advocating, defending, promoting 
and enhancing Amateur Radio, but they could be 
endangered by the "What's in it for me?" sentiment. | 
came to the realization a long time ago that for 
Amateur Radio to survive, that it couldn't be about me, 
but "us." 


Our role as members is to inform and enlighten those 
non-members to consider joining or re-joining the 
League. It is not to badger, castigate or impune those 
who are not members. 


It is also not our place to demean aspects of the hobby 
or equipment that are alien or unappealing to us. Every 
generation, and everyone's journey is going to have 
similarities and differences to that of those who 
preceded them. We are too small a community to 
create a circular firing squad. 


The "What's in it for me?" viewpoint has a calm but 
poignant response: if the regulators and the societal 
body politic no longer see a value in having the 
Amateur Radio Service, then it will go away; and along 
with it the existential pleasures of being a "ham" 
including the friendships, the skills, the services and the 
mental stimulation that it brings. 


In short, every Amateur Radio operator who values the 
service and the hobbies (yes, plural) and sometimes 
careers that it affords them, should be focused on growing 
and securing that which they enjoy for themselves, for 
those who follow in our footsteps, and for those who will 
pursue new paths through Amateur Radio. 


Membership in an organization that will attract, 
educate and advocate seems inherently more 
important than a printed copy of a journal. 
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Even as Life Members, Nancy N2FWI and | have 
donated modestly to the ARRL and plan to do so at a 
rate that will well exceed the cost of providing us with a 
printed copy of QST. Others may not be able to do so, 
but at minimum, it is incumbent on all active Amateur 
Radio operators who can afford a monthly trip to 
Starbucks, or four meals a year at a fast food 
restaurant, to allocate the $59 dollars per year for basic 
membership without griping. 


Life has twists and turns and, frankly, reading online has 
its advantages - LARGER FONTS ARE GOOD AS YOU AGE! 


Voluntarily paying the incremental cost for a printed copy 
in order to be able to share it with others is also worth the 
cost. It's part of how Amateur Radio gets shared with 
others - so why not do it if you have the means? 


If | stop buying a banana split one week out of every 
month, then there will be an additional surplus of cash 
flow for Amateur Radio and a deficit for the waistline! 
Perhaps we should all consider such a plan and be all 
the better for it? 


Finally, there are additional ways to support the ARRL 
through an ad hoc directed donation, the Diamond Club 
(there are many levels to suit different budgets) or 
through one's estate. 


Amateur Radio has given us much pleasure in terms of 
personal relationships, technology growth, service 
opportunities and maybe even a career, and so it is 
incumbent on all of us to do what we can to become 
ARRL members — to secure Amateur Radio for ourselves 
and for the generations to come. 


Thanks for taking the time to read this. 
Vy 73, 

J. Gordon "Gordie" Beattie, Jr., W2TTT 
201.314.6964 

W2TTT@ATT.NET 
Gordon.BeattieJr@VIAVISolutions.com 


Get On The Air! 
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Letters, continued. 


Subject: A Message from ARRL President 
Rick Roderick, KSUR 
Date sent: Sun, 23 Jul 2023 23:42 -0400 (EDT) 


Dear ARRL members, 


Yesterday, the ARRL Board of Directors completed their 
second annual meeting. I'm writing to let you know that 
they made the tough, but necessary, decision to 
increase the regular membership dues rate to $59 a 
year starting January 1, 2024 


( http://www.arrl.org/2024-dues-rates ). 


Additionally, we have chosen to separate the printed, 
mailed magazine from regular membership. Members 
will be able to choose whether they want to add-on a 
print subscription to any of our magazines including 
QST, On the Air, QEX, and NCJ. All members will 
continue to have online, digital access to each of these 
four magazines and the digital archive as part of their 
regular membership benefits. 


This is only the second time in 22 years that ARRL has 
raised our dues. It is a necessary part of ensuring ARRL 
is supported so we can continue to promote and fight 
hard for our Amateur Radio Service, while providing 
benefits and services for our members that increase 
your knowledge and enjoyment of ham radio. 


To help us make this decision, we invited every ARRL 
member to participate in a survey in May. Over 20,000 
members responded (http://www.arrl.org/dues- 
survey). We know from the survey results that most of 
you will find the new rate reasonable, or even ask why 
we didn't set it higher. We also know that some may 
find the rate is too high. As I've shared with many of 
you during my visits at hamfests and conventions, each 
of us has a responsibility to be active participants, and 
to support ARRL if we want to increase our ranks and 
ensure a lasting legacy for amateur radio's future. 


You told us that you value ARRL's advocacy efforts, 
including spectrum defense, standing up to regulators 
and policymakers, and our work in other areas that 
defend, promote, and grow amateur radio - including 
STEM outreach to schools, teachers, and youth. There is 
no other organization that is working harder to advance 
a vision that allows any citizen to explore, develop, and 
practice radio communications and radio technology. 


Your feedback showed us the many benefits, services, 
and programs you use - from Logbook of The World, to 
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the work done by the ARRL Lab to test equipment for 
product reviews. While our magazines topped the list of 
benefits, many of you also shared that your reading 
preferences have changed. Some of you prefer print, 
and increasingly members prefer digital. As a result, for 
those who prefer print, you will be able to subscribe to 
QST and/or On the Air magazine. Again, all members 
will continue to have access to the digital editions of all 
four ARRL magazines. 


Have you ever heard a Life Member say, "| got a good 
deal when | signed up for Life Membership 25 (or 30, or 
40...) years ago." They're right! They got a good deal, 
but continuing to serve Life members is not sustainable 
without making some changes. So, we're going to 
freeze new applications for the program, not adding 
any new Life Memberships until we can price the 
offering to be revenue neutral over its term. And, again, 
as more members prefer digital, we'll be asking current 
Life Members to opt-in if they want to continue to 
receive QST by mail. 


The cost of doing business goes up every year. During 
the last couple of years, the costs associated with 
printing and postage have increased significantly. 
We've cut and delayed hiring for some positions on our 
professional staff - one of the smallest teams we've had 
staffing our headquarters in Newington, Connecticut, in 
years. We are also continuing to examine other cost- 
saving measures, but we cannot go further without 
reducing or eliminating benefits and programs which 
our members have told us are important to them. 


| can assure you that the ARRL Board exercises due 
diligence and oversight in making sure your association 
is a good steward of your membership dollars. The 
reality is that ARRL does a lot - in fact much more than 
dues cover. 


ARRL shares your passion for amateur radio. We are 
committed to strengthening and = growing’ our 
community, and protecting our rights to use and 
experiment on our amateur radio spectrum. We have a 
109-year track record that includes YOU as part of that 
ongoing legacy of support for amateur radio and ARRL. 


73 
Rick Roderick, KSUR 


www.FairLawnARC.org Page 16 


Fair Lawn (NJ) Amateur Radio Club newsletter * The Resonator * August 2023 


The Way We Were 
By Fred Belghaus KR2H [ex W2AAB] 


The Radio Station in Wayne, New Jersey 
That Fought in Two Wars - Part 1 


Image from May, 1926 QST, courtesy ARRL 


Wayne Township is just a few miles from our club’s headquarters in Fair Lawn, NJ. 
Did you know that once, not that many years ago, there was a mighty shortwave 
broadcaster in Wayne? It started as an experiment, but in its heyday, it flexed its 
powerful electronic muscles and shouted words of defiance to the tyrannies of both 
Nazis and Communists. 


Our story begins in the early 1920s in Richmond Hill, Queens [NY]. There, radio receiver 
manufacturer and engineer Alfred H. Grebe established two standard AM stations: 
WAHG (Alfred H. Grebe) and WBOQ (Borough Of Queens). These became Grebe’s 
Atlantic Broadcasting Company, which he formed in 1926. [1] 


Also in 1926, the United Independent Broadcasters, Inc. of Chicago was purchased by 
William S. Paley and renamed the Columbia Broadcasting System. Its original flagship 
station was WOR, then located in Newark, NJ -- with 15 affiliate stations adding to their 
growing broadcasting empire. [2] Meanwhile, back in Richmond Hill, Grebe wanted to 
expand his broadcasting efforts to include a shortwave station. In those days, when 
shortwave signal characteristics were not very well understood, those applying for a 
broadcasting license on shortwave had to obtain an “Experimental” license. In 1927, the 
Federal Radio Commission, predecessor of the F.C.C., issued Grebe such a license with 
the call letters 2XE. 


In 1928, CBS purchased all of Grebe’s stations, including his shortwave outlet, and changed 
call letters. WAHG and WBOQ were merged into WABC, which reflected Grebe’s Atlantic 
Broadcasting Company identity, making the WABC of those days the new flagship station 
for CBS. [3] Note that the WABC of those days refers only to the former CBS station, (later 
WCBS), and not the later WABC of the American Broadcasting Company, which started life 
as WJZ, and that changed its call letters to WABC in the 1940s. 


In those early days of shortwave, station 2XE acted only as a relay station for CBS radio’s 
WABC. By October of 1928, International and Federal Radio Regulations required all 
licensed stations to include a “prefix” before all call letters, to identify their country of 
origin. The prefix letters “W,” “K,” and “N” were assigned to the United States and its 
Possessions, depending on location and type of station. [4] “W” was for government, 


Continued on next page. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 


broadcast, maritime, experimental and amateur stations. “K” was reserved for 
broadcast, maritime and aircraft stations and “N” was reserved solely for the U.S. Navy. 
This resulted in a change in the call letters of the CBS shortwave station to W2xXE. 


According to a 1929 newspaper article, CBS’s original plan was to move to a place called 
“Columbia Bridge,” New Jersey, but New Jersey opposed the move. [5] The article 
includes a photograph of the station, and further boasts that CBS would be using a new 
transmitter capable of “100 percent modulation.” 


There is no reference to “Columbia Bridge” online, but possibly this refers to “Columbia 
Trail (also known as High Bridge),” referenced as a state hiking trail in Hunterdon 
County. But why CBS would locate their station so far from the New York Metropolitan 
area is a mystery. In any case, they never moved to that location. 


W2xXE continued to operate from its Queens, New York location until 1931, and in the 
annual 1932 edition of the Radio Service Bulletin, published by the Federal Radio 
Commission, a change in location was recorded from Jamaica, New York to Wayne, 
New Jersey, along with several frequency changes. This edition included updated 
information from the previous issue dated June 30, 1931, [6] so the move took place 
sometime before September, since another industry publication describes the Wayne 
location as already being active by October. [7] 


This last article goes on to describe the building at Wayne as being a “Floating Station” 
due to its close proximity to the Pompton River, which overflows every Spring, and that 
the site also showed the presence of quicksand, so the building was constructed to be 
both completely watertight and sitting upon a floating mat. The article adds that both 
the station’s power plant and antenna base are “adequately protected.” [8] 


Unfortunately, some details about the Wayne station are conflicting, ambiguous or 
missing entirely. One source reports that the CBS shortwave transmitter in 1932 
operated with a power of 1,000 watts with a non-directional antenna, [9] making it a 
relatively weak and ineffective shortwave station in reaching a specific international 
audience. It is assumed that this refers to the station at Wayne, since no other 
shortwave station was operated by CBS at the time. 


However, in 1937, a new 10 kilowatt transmitter was reported. [10] This was confirmed 
by another source. [11] 


The transmitter was identified as an RCA Model ET4310 and reportedly used for 
broadcasts to South America. [12] The image below shows, in addition to the art deco 
styled transmitter and a couple of technicians, a soundproofed studio behind the glass 
of the wall at left. 
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The Way We Were, continued. 
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Colorized image of the RCA ET4310 10 kilowatt transmitter at W2XE, Wayne, NJ 
Image: Used by permission of “The Radio Historian” 


http://www.theradiohistorian.org/colorgallery/images/w2xe xmtr.j 


There are differing descriptions of the antenna system. The earliest reference is to a 
non-directional antenna mentioned above. This would suggest a simple vertical 
radiator. In fact, an industry publication about the newly installed half wave antenna at 
WABC describes it as being 665 feet tall with a “boom shaped mast,” and that the 
station has added a 50 kilowatt transmitter. [13] 


But the tower pictured in the above article is a Blaw-Knox tower design, which would 
normally only be used at a medium wave AM broadcast band station, not one intended 
for use on the shortwave bands. Yet, this article clearly describes the antenna at the 
medium wave AM station, WABC, and a 50 kilowatt transmitter, which had not even 
been installed at W2XE until many years later. So what was the real, original antenna 
system at W2XE in Wayne? No specific information has been found online, but to 
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reliably reach South America, logic dictates that it would probably have been a 
directional wire antenna array, and not a Blaw-Knox tower. 


Typical Blaw-Knox (non-directional) antenna tower 
(installed at WLW, Cincinnati) 
Image: Wikipedia 


The only known detailed description of the W2XE transmitter at Wayne appeared in an 
article in Electronics magazine in 1937. This article is recommended for a 
comprehensive, technical description, and one including many photographs, [14] but 
not, unfortunately, one showing the shortwave antenna system. 


The Electronics article lists the transmitting frequencies as: 6120, 11830, 15270, 17760, 
and 21520 kiloHertz. The transmitter was crystal controlled, with heating elements to 
maintain frequency stability. The final amplifier stage consisted of a pair of type 
207 tubes in push-pull. The 207 was a large, water-cooled triode with a 22 Volt filament, 
capable of about 6,000 Watts output into a 500 ohm line, [15] so a pair of them would 
easily deliver 10,000 Watts. In a 1942 document, RCA sold these for $275.00 each. [16] 
In 2023 dollars, that price would be more than $5,000.00 each. [17] 
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The 500 ohm line impedance referenced suggests the use of a balanced, open wire 
transmission line, and most probably a wire antenna array, such as a rhombic or 
half rhombic, also known as a vee beam. Such antennas were common for point-to- 
point and shortwave broadcasting use, then and now. 
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Fic. 3.77. Horizontal rhombic antenna (common three-wire form). 


Rhombic antenna, consisting of one or more wires, one or more wavelengths long, suspended from four pole 
supports, fed at one end, and normally terminated at its far end with a non-inductive resistor of appropriate 
resistive and power rating. - Image: Wikipedia 


There were several articles in 1937 that provide additional details about the Wayne 
station. One reports that a new program in Spanish, hosted by Jorge Leal of Argentina, 
has been added to its broadcast schedule on their 21520 kiloHertz frequency. 
The purpose of the program was to inform listeners in Latin America of news of 
international interest. [18] 


In May 1937, CBS reported that it had created a new “Shortwave Bureau,” and 
appointed Elizabeth Ann Tucker, formerly with the CBS Engineering Department, to 
head the Bureau and oversee its programming, effective May 12". |t further states that 
the shortwave transmitter was now operating with a 40,000 Watt transmitter, and that 
programs are now also beamed to Europe and the British Isles, as well as Latin America. 


Frequencies mentioned in the article are 21520, 15270, 11830 and 6120. The 6120 
frequency was used primarily for Central and South America, with the 11830 frequency 
being held in reserve until a favorable audience could be identified for it, [19] which 
would happen shortly thereafter. 
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This programming addition was announced in the trade press also as a “salute” program 
to its new listeners in Latin America. It was a one hour evening program on which the 
Ambassadors of Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Columbia, Mexico and Peru spoke from 
Washington, but were carried by wire remote at W2XE. The program included popular 
Latin American musical performers, and featured a representative of the Pan American 
Union and an additional Latin American news commentator from CBS. The program 
was carried on their 11830 kilohertz frequency. [20] 


An interesting article also appeared in July 1937, but of a technical nature, and involving 
tests of the beam width of W2xXE’s shortwave signal. The objective of the tests, 
conducted by CBS Director of Engineering, Edwin K. Cohan, his counterpart representing 
the British Broadcasting Corporation, and under the authority of the International 
Broadcasting Union, was to determine what possible interference it may be causing to a 
BBC transmitter in Daventry, England, operating simultaneously on a nearby frequency, 
but with their directional antennas pointed at right angles to one another. 


For the test, the article states that the W2XE transmitter would operate on 
21250 kiloHertz, and the BBC transmitter on 21520 kiloHertz. [21] 


[Note: Were these frequencies correct? It is known that W2xXE’s frequency in the 
21 MegaHertz band was 21520. The unnamed author of the article may have reversed 
the numbers !] 


The tests were deemed necessary due to an increasing number of shortwave 
broadcasting stations, and in an effort to reduce harmful interference to stations 
operating on nearby frequencies. 


In December of 1937, CBS announced that its May shortwave broadcast beamed to Latin 
America and covering the British Coronation, had generated enough listener mail to 
conclude that the program enjoyed a “worldwide response.” The article also made 
reference to the tests of W2XE’s beam width in the paragraph above, but that results 
were still being tabulated. 


The final results of these tests are not available from online sources. Engineers did 
report, however, that when their antenna was directed towards Europe, the signal of 
W2xXE produced a considerable increase in signal strength when observed at a location 
in Brussels, Belgium, and that this signal improvement was greater than any other 
station participating in the tests. [22] 


A short note in an undated periodical from late 1938 (possibly November), announces 


that the F.C.C. had approved additional frequencies for W2xXE, as follows: 6170, 9650, 
17830, and 21570 kiloHertz, adding them to their existing frequencies of 6120, 11830, 
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and 15270. (The frequency 21520 was still authorized, but omitted from the article). 
In the next (also undated) edition, it is reported that U.S.S.R station RV96 in Moscow 
had also come on the 15270 frequency, but that their signal is being completely “blotted 
out” by the transmitter in Wayne. [23] 


It is clear that by this time, W2XE had more than one shortwave antenna, each serving a 
target audience. The short article includes a program schedule specifying certain times 
of operation on 6120, 11830, 15270 and 21520 kiloHertz, and specifying hours of 
broadcast and whether their Europe or South America antenna would be used. In the 
same article, it is reported that CBS’s Director of Engineering Edwin K. Cohan had also 
arranged a series of tests to determine the feasibility of beaming programs to 
Egypt. [24] The results of that test were unreported in industry publications, so perhaps 
it was unsuccessful. 


In 1938, the former Director of European Radio for CBS and veteran foreign 
correspondent Cesar Saerchinger, published a book entitled Hello America! - Radio 
Adventures in Europe. [25] A chapter of that book was reprinted in Broadcasting 
magazine. The article was entitled “Propaganda Poisons the European Air,” and tells in 
detail how extremist governments, including those of Germany, Italy, Austria and the 
Soviet Union have been using radio to spread anti-democratic, authoritarian doctrine 
worldwide, while censoring any opposing viewpoints. [26] 


In that article, Saerchinger uses the words “radio war” to describe how radio is being 
used by these countries, and a real war it was. His observations would prove to be not 
only accurate but prescient, and would ultimately shape the future mission of the 
Wayne shortwave station. 


In an interesting “coincidence,” the 1940 Alfred Hitchcock film, Foreign Correspondent 
concerns the odyssey of American foreign correspondent “Huntley Haverstock” 
(Joel McCrea) as he pursues kidnappers of a Dutch diplomat, who knows the content of 
a secret clause in a treaty that, if discovered, would provide useful information to 
German spies. After being drugged, then roughly interrogated by his kidnappers, the 
diplomat is finally rescued, and a British traitor, who had worked with the German spies, 
is revealed. “Haverstock” returns to London, and begins an international broadcast. 
German bombs fall on London, and lights in the studio go out. “Haverstock” warns 
Americans to “keep those lights burning.” But the very first words he speaks into the 
microphone are, “Hello America!” [27] One cannot help but wonder whether Director 
Hitchcock had already read Saerchinger’s book. 


Meanwhile, owing to the growing importance of international broadcasting and the 
worsening political situation in Europe, the U.S. Government expressed its interest in 
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|” 


setting up its own international shortwave stations, to promote “good will’ among 
listeners in Latin America and to counter propaganda broadcasts from Europe. The 
initial plan, part of a U.S. Senate bill, was to establish a government-run shortwave 
station in San Diego, California and another in Washington, D.C. Additional government 
stations were proposed for Florida and another in either Texas or the Panama Canal 
Zone, [28] at that time a United States possession. 


It had become increasingly clear that the days of privately owned shortwave 
broadcasting might be in jeopardy, and that if the government took control of it, we 
might become no better than other nations, with tight controls on program content, 
perhaps even over all broadcasting. The National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) was 
alert to these possibilities and prepared to send representatives to Washington to speak 
on behalf of privately owned shortwave broadcasters. 


Among those scheduled to express their concerns were Frederick A. Willis, Assistant to 
the President of CBS and Edwin K. Cohan, CBS Director of Engineering. Following these 
hearings, a formal report would later be submitted to President Franklin D. Roosevelt by 
the Interdepartmental Committee on Radio Broadcasting, an office of the F.C.C. The 
Government was careful to state that the report would not make any formal 
recommendations, but the hearings alone were enough to suggest what the 
Government’s ultimate intentions were. [29] 


The concerns of these private shortwave broadcasters would later prove justified, 
because in only a few years, the Government’s plan to establish shortwave stations of its 
own would become reality. This subject will be given more detailed treatment later in 
this article, focusing on the role of the Wayne shortwave station’s part in it. 


In early December 1938, CBS announced that audiences in Europe and South America 
would now be served simultaneously, rather than on separate schedules through an 
agreement to use their shortwave transmitters at W2XE, Wayne, and their Philadelphia 
shortwave station, W3XAU, operated by WCAU. The plan would be completed as soon 
as W3XAU installed a directional antenna for their shortwave station. W2xXE, 
meanwhile, had been operating separate directional antennas for Europe and Latin 
America since May, 1937. [30] 


A brief item in December, 1938 reports that new high fidelity audio lines have been 
installed between the New York studios of WABC (CBS) and their transmitter in Wayne, 
New Jersey. The new audio lines provided their stations up to nine octaves of sound 
capability, equivalent to an audio frequency response of from 25 to 10,000 Hertz. [31] 


END OF PART 1 Our story continues next month. 
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2023 Upcoming FLARC Sanctioned Activity CALENDAR 


W1AW/2 VOTA FLARC On The Air 


Micon OlAMe her (Clubhouse and home QTHs) 

Friday September 15th POW/MIA Commemoration Day (Clubhouse) 
Saturday September 16th NJ QSO Party (Clubhouse) 
Saturday October 14th Solar Eclipse QSO Party (Clubhouse and home QTHs) 

Sunday October 15th River Road Street Fair (Tentative) 


If in doubt about any event, consult calendar at https://fairlawnarc.groups.io/g/main/calendar 
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Editor’s Corner 


Anyone taking on the job of editor of 
The Resonator is filling big shoes indeed. 


Ed Efchak WX2R has been a force of nature at 
FLARC for many years. As the new editor of 
The Resonator | can only hope to come close to 
the level of excellence set by Ed. It is truly a 
high bar to which one can only aspire but 
never exceed. 


As we begin this journey together | ask for the 
indulgence and patience of the members. There 
will be inevitable missteps and ball-dropping as 
| slowly move into this role. | can only pledge to 
do my best and be responsive to the needs and 
expectations of the FLARC members when it 
comes to The Resonator. 


One initiative recently begun by Ed is “Letters to 
the Editor.” The Resonator had its first Letter to 
the Editor published in the July issue and | would 
like to see that continue and flourish. 


Given the ground rules set by Ed, which provide 
for decorum, civility and respect, “Letters to 
Editor” is an excellent mechanism for members 
to be heard and for differences of opinion to be 
debated and discussed. | invite and encourage 
any member of FLARC who has a point of view 
relating to the Club, or even amateur radio in 
general, that he or she would like aired, to 
compose and send me a Letter to the Editor. 


| would also like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who contributes to The Resonator 
each and every month. For fear of leaving 
anyone out inadvertently, | will not call out 
names and call signs; but The Resonator would 
not be the first class ham radio club newsletter 
that it is without their continued hard work and 
support. It is not easy to come up a column every 
month, and the level of research and drafting 
that goes into each column cannot be 
overlooked or under-appreciated. So thank you 
to all who work so hard on_ behalf of 
The Resonator. 
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One member who | will call out by name is 
Jim Cooper W2)JC, the Publisher of 
The Resonator. He is the one who does all the 
hard work of putting everything together, 
especially from a technical point of view, and 
without him The Resonator would not be nearly 
the polished finished product it is. So thanks to 
Jim W2JC. 


With that said, a song by The Carpenters comes 
to mind: “We’ve Only Just Begun.” Especially the 
line, “with a kiss for luck and we’re on our way.... 
we’ve only just begun.” 


| look forward to continuing the tradition set 
by Ed, and providing the members of FLARC 
with a monthly Resonator that meets their 
needs and _ expectations and which is 
informative, entertaining and impactful. 


Jim Jalil W2KNG 


bergencross@ gmail.com 


Remember: 
Ham Radio Is a Contact Sport! 
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Radio Monitoring 
Special Interest Group Update 


monitoring@FairLawnARC.groups.io 


A Special Interest Group SIG for those interested in SWL and other radio 
communications monitoring. 


The 2023 FLARC Monitoring SIG 
Medium Wave Daylight DX Challenge. 


This is an idea “borrowed” from The NJ Antique Radio Club (Thanks!!) and brought to you by the FLARC 
Monitoring SIG. Let’s have some fun on good old AM. 


Sunday, August 27, 2023 
1800-2200 EDT 
Here are the rules: 


e Frequency range is the medium wave band: 520-1710 kHz 
¢ 6pm to 10 pm local time 
e = Any radio with any antenna, but must be the radio at your location 
(no using remote internet radios) 
e The listener must hear the signal in real time. 
e The stations must be ID’ed by /istening to the signal. 
e Your report should include: 
o Your name (or call sign) 
o Your receiver and antenna (stay with the same setup from beginning to end; 
if you use multiple setups, provide a separate entry for each). 
Your location (you could be geographically remote); for example, on vacation. 
The time, the frequency, and the ID of each station heard 


WINNER DETERMINED BY: The total mileage of your top five most distant stations. 


WINNER RECEIVES: $25.00 Gift Certificate to Wayne Electronics 


Lafayette HA-63 Communications Receiver 


v02 
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Around the Shack 


Shack Design Notes 


As I’ve moved along in my 62-year ham career, my 
interest in shack design has grown. Just as with the 
“best rig” and the “best antenna,” there is no “best 
shack design.” The best layout for your shack depends 
on how you plan to operate and how you address the 
tradeoff between performance and appearance. When 
you get down to the details, no two shacks are alike. 


Will you be head-down for 24 hours trying to win a 
contest? Or do you resonant with the impression made 
by lights, meters, monitors and accessories? 


I call those “display shacks” and they’re just fine if it’s 
what you like. Most shacks fall somewhere between 
hard-core highly efficient contest shacks and beautiful- 
to-look-at display shacks. It’s possible to design a shack 
that can be both efficient and visually appealing. 


There is more to say on this subject than can be 
covered in one of these columns. Presented here are a 
few suggestions to help with shack design, or redesign. 
If this were QST, what follows would be under 
“Hints and Kinks,” except “Hints and Kinks” is now 
“Hints and Hacks.” I'll not comment on that change. 


Here are some ideas in no particular order: 


Power supplies: Perusing station pictures on the 
internet | see power supplies on many operating desks 
and sometimes they are front-and-center. Desk space 
is valuable real estate. 


When looking at a power supply there is nothing to see 
and nothing to adjust. Put the power supplies on the 
floor or somewhere out of the way. But beware of dust 
accumulation. 


Elbows: Your forearms and if possible your elbows 
need a place to rest. That place is not your lap. | see 
pictures of rigs set to CW frequencies with nice paddles 
on the desk. Those stations are obviously used on CW - 
at least part of the time. The space between the front 
of the radio(s) and the edge of the desk is three inches, 
or two inches, or one. 


How can anyone send that way? How long can you 
send CW with your arm in mid-air? 


Even if you are just a casual SSB or FT-8 operator, some 
depth between the front of the rig(s) and the edge of 
the desk is desirable. If nothing else, there needs to be 
a place for coffee. 
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Legs: As with your arms and elbows, you need a place 
for your legs. Look at shack pictures on the internet. 
Some of the stations where the rigs come to the front 
edge of the table (it’s not a desk at this point) have no 
opening for a person’s legs. My guess is such stations 
are only to look at. 


In complicated stations, keeping wires away from one’s 
feet becomes an issue. Wire bundling is discussed 
below. 


Chairs: They come in three distinct types: 1) good, 
2) okay, and 3) terrible. If you like to operate, you owe 
yourself a good chair. The best chair I’m aware of is the 
Herman Miller Aeron. If you’re unfamiliar with these 
you can Google “Aeron” and see what a great chair 
looks like. Scanning the specs of an Aeron, you will 
notice the myriad available adjustments and for sure 
you will notice the price. | have seen prices over 
$1,000, but as I scan the internet tonight | see new ones 
advertised for under $400. 


| have bought two over the years. One | bought “new” 
on eBay for $300. That was in 2003. | am sitting in it as 
| write this - 20 years later. | got my money’s worth. 
Like many things on eBay, the chair was advertised as 
“mint” or “like new in the original packing.” It was new 
- it just couldn’t be advertised that way. My second 
Aeron | bought from K4JA as his shack was dismantled. 
Look for bargains if you want one. 


At my last QTH | had an office and a ham shack. Each 
had an Aeron. Once you know what they look like you 
will see them on TV. Cable-news newscasters sit for 
four hours at a time — in Aerons. They are worth the 
money and are indestructible. 


There are, of course, plenty of other good chairs to 
choose from. Aerons have nice padded armrests. If 
you have one of those 3-inch deep operating desks, you 
will need a chair with good armrests. Aerons come in 
three sizes — A, B, and C. It’s important to get the 
correct size. 


Built-in Equipment: |’ve seen stations where fancy 
woodworking surrounds each piece of gear. These 
stations are impressive. The drawbacks should be 
obvious. You can’t get to the back of any of the gear 
for repairs or experiments. You can’t upgrade gear 
without a carpenter. And little equipment cooling. 


Continued on next page. 
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Around the Shack, continued 


| was a guest op at HP1XX once for the ARRL DX 
contest. Everything at that station was built-in. We 
had an intermittent connector on the back of an 
unnecessary wattmeter - it took two hours to take the 
operating desk apart to get to it. 


There are approaches that mitigate the problem 
somewhat. I’ve seen entire build-in shacks on casters. 
Those can be rolled away from a wall to get to the back 
of things. I’ve seen built-in shacks built against a wall 
where there is an opening behind the gear to allow 
access from a room or chase behind the wall. But even 
with rear access, changing a rig or accessory requires a 
scroll saw and woodworking skills. 


If your operating desk is not of the built-in variety, try 
to place it far enough away from a wall so you can walk 
behind it. 


Bundled Cables: Complex stations usually benefit from 
cable bundling. If bundling, wire markers can be a big 
help. Bread wrapper tags make good clip-on markers. 


| wrote an Around the Shack column some years ago 
about noise generated by in-line power supplies 
(computers, monitors, SteppIR power supplies, etc.) 
magnetically coupling into coax. This can seriously raise 
a station’s noise floor. 


NEVER bundle an in-line power supply (or its leads) 
together with coax runs. If you need to bundle, then 
it’s one bundle for the signals (coax) and another for 
power. Keep them separated by at least six inches. 


Lighting: Poor lighting is a significant contributor to 
operator fatigue and radio manufactures aren’t helping. 
TenTec Orions and many Yaesu rigs use black letters on 
black panels. Good grief. 


Shack lighting is part common sense and_ part 
aesthetics. | prefer downward illumination onto my 
operating desk with no light directly in my eyes. Set up 
properly, enough light bounces off the desktop to 
illuminate the equipment front panels. This can be 
accomplished with lamp shades that are opaque — they 
only allow light to shine down. 


LED bulbs often have the bottom third (the socket end) 
made of opaque white plastic — these send all the light 
up and none of it down. Avoid those. 


Dimmable lighting can be helpful. Some people 
prefer dim red light if they are doing serious 
operating at night. 
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Here a few examples that illustrate some of the above 
suggestions. 


Figure 1. N4GG/4- Ano-frills station for DXing, 
contesting and fun. 


Figure 1 shows the Florida condominium station at 
N4GG/4. This station is for one thing — operating. 
The power supply is on the floor. There is ample room for 
forearms, elbows and legs. There are no unneeded boxes 
(watt meters, computers beyond one, external monitors, 
antenna tuners, etc.). The table lamp is small and shines 
down — no light is directed toward the operator. This 
station has worked the world on CW, SSB and FT8 on 80 
through 6 meters. It’s as ready for contesting as it is for a 
rag chew. Experiments and equipment changes are a 
breeze. It is not impressive. It is minimalist. It is 
eminently functional. It’s an object lesson of what you 
don’t need in order to have fun on the air. 


Figure 2. 


A station where 
everything is built-in. 


There is no room for the 
operator’s arms. This 
station would not be fun to 
operate. 


Figure 2 is an example of a shack with the gear built-in. 
| cropped the photo to hide the owner. The rear of the 
gear is not accessible. Nothing is easily changed or 
tested. There is no room for forearms or elbows. 
The operator sits sideways to the equipment! 

Continued on next page. 
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This station is impressive and dysfunctional. This station 
does not use the LOTW, has negligible QRZ inquiries and 
has not been seen by the RBN — which means it’s seldom 
operated. This station is primarily for show. | have to 
admit, it is pretty. 


Figure 3. The Marconi room aboard HMS Titanic, 
Circa 1912. 


Figure 3 is the only known photograph of the Marconi 
wireless room aboard the HMS Titanic, circa 1912. 
The quality of the image is poor - it’s a double exposure. 
The photo is, however, sufficient to see that Marconi 
had station layout figured out way back then. This is a 
serious commercial station. Telegrams (then called 
Marconigrams) streamed through here every night until 
April 14-15, 1912 when the traffic was all SOS and CQD 
(CQ-Distress). Marconigrams were paid for by the word. 
The radio room was a profit center for the steamship 
lines and for the Marconi Company. The two operators 
were expected to work long, hard shifts. The station had to 
be efficiently arranged to make this possible. 


What do we see aboard the Titanic? The power supplies 
are in another room — there is no need to have them in 
front of the operator. The operator faces the receivers. 
There is space for forearms and elbows, a necessity for 
long stints on CW. There is no extra gear. This is 100% 
an operator’s station. This room saved 705 lives on the 
night of April 14-15, 1912. It also ushered in radio 
regulations for the first time. 


| hope this has been helpful. Is it time to reevaluate 


your shack design? 
73, 
Hal N4GG 
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NEAR AND FAR NET 


Some members may not realize, or have forgotten, 
that the Club runs a “Near and Far Net” every 
Monday night at 8:00 PM on the Club’s repeater. 
W2NPT (145.47Mhz, 600kHz negative — shift 
PL 167.9). 


All are invited to check-in, enjoy the net and keep in 
touch with fellow members. In addition, non- 
members are always welcome. 


If you have trouble hitting the repeater from your 
home QTH, or do not even have 2 meter capability 
from your home QTH, you can still enjoy the net 
through ECHOLINK. 


For those not familiar with ECHOLINK, it is an app 
that can be easily installed and customized on your 
home computer or on your cell phone. 


ECHOLINK is open only to licensed amateur radio 
operators and allows you to “hit” a repeater 
anywhere in the world (including Fair Lawn) through 
the Internet. 


For more information on ECHOLINK you can visit 
their website at https://www.echolink.org. 


So whether you check in through your 2 meter 
station, or through ECHOLINK, the Near and Far Net 
is an excellent way to stay connected with the Club 
each and every Monday. 


After a few check-ins you may even consider 
becoming a net control operator, which is an 
excellent way to improve operating skills. 


We often have visitors from Florida, upper 
New York state and sometimes from _ foreign 
countries such as Central America and even India 
at times! 


Come join the fun... every Monday at 8:00 PM on 
the W2NPT repeater. 
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Theoretics Demystified 


This time the subject is wavelength and energy. As the 
frequency (cycles per second) increases the wave length 
decreases (you are trying to fit more cycles in the period of 
time) and the energy increases. This leads to the fact that 
the amount of energy is directly proportional to the 
photon’s electromagnetic frequency, so the energy of that 
photon is inversely proportional to the frequency. 


Simply put, the higher the frequency of the photonic wave, 
the shorter the wave length and the greater the energy of 
that wave. 


The lowest energy waves are at the bottom of the photonic 
spectrum, and they are RADIO waves; as you go up in 
frequency, the frequency of the wave is higher and the wave 
length is shorter — but the energy of that wave increases. 


Radio waves go up in frequency and the waves get into the 
micro wave region. After micro waves there is infra-red and the 
visible light spectrum which we can see. Higher in frequency is 
ultra violet and then x-rays and finally gamma rays. 


With radio waves, the low frequency waves have low 
energy but travel long distances even penetrating the 
oceans providing the ability for submarines to 
communicate. Remember that the carrier of 
electromagnetic energy is photons, even though we 
generally associate them with the visible light spectrum. 


As we go up in frequency toward visible light, the photons 
act more like light does. This is why microwave and above 
are mostly line of sight even though they have more energy 
than electromagnetic waves at a lower frequency and 
longer wave length. 


At lower radio frequencies the photons act more like waves 
of energy which excite the electrons in our antennas and 
provide a way of communicating using radio. At the visible 
spectrum, starting with infrared, the photons act more like 
particles. 


Photons (electromagnetic energy), because of their duality of 
behavior, are sometimes called wavicles. 


Getting back to radio, this is why the best antenna is the 
one that is cut to the wave length of the signal you want 
to receive. 


We define our radio bands by wave length (the 40-meter 
band for example) and we use antennas cut for that 
frequency. The interesting thing is that even though the 
photonic energy is the same_ throughout the 
electromagnetic spectrum, at radio frequencies the 
photonic energy excites electrons in our metallic antennas, 
but light does not. 


This column has only scratched the surface of this 
interesting topic. 


Fred WawraW2ABE, 73. 
©2023. 


Copyright material used with implicit permission of the author. 
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In A Nutshell 


It has been a crazy summer so far with the heat 
and storms and all of the maintenance work that 
needs to be done in the summer. 


So far, | had to repair a few outdoor electrical 
problems but not on any of my ham gear. | have 
been on 3855 at night depending on propagation 
and storms. | disconnect my antenna and unplug 
my linear when not in use and turn off my DC 
supplies. 


All my gear is on sine wave UPSs and they have 
been a lifesaver. | changed the batteries in my 
APC UPSs from lead acid to lithium iron 
phosphate. This changes life cycles from 200-300 
to 1,000 to 2,000 charge discharge cycles. 


The great thing is that if the UPS runs down, 
the batteries just turn off so that they will not 
discharge to a point where they will not take 
a charge. 


| live in an area where power interruptions and 
surges happen not infrequently. | have UPSs on 
everything. You can only use the LiPo4 batteries 
on APC or Cyberpower UPSs as they do not have 
a desulfating pulse. The batteries can also only be 
used in ones or twos. 


With the prices of lead acid gel cells it is feasible 
to switch to the new battery type, especially with 
the life expectancy being at least ten years. 


Hope this info has been helpful. 


Fred Wawra, W2ABE 
© 2023. 
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What Was It? - Answer To Last Month’s Question 
By: Fred Belghaus KR2H 


Is it an early light bulb? Another odd rectifier tube? A high power transmitting tube? Nope. It’s none of those. 
Only one person got it right. Congrats to Alan Gruber, WB2HJZ. 


It’s a “Dummy Antenna Resistor.” Translation: It’s an old fashioned “dummy load” for tuning up a transmitter, 
serving as a load instead of a half wave dipole antenna (to avoid QRMing other stations). This one is rated at 100 
Watts for a 73 ohm antenna but | have seen others rated for 37 ohms. They were made by Ohmite, then a well 
known manufacturer of resistors and potentiometers in the mid to late 1930s or early to mid 1940s. Why these 
two impedance values? 


Way, way back when | took the General Class exam, it was revealed that the characteristic 
impedance of a half wave dipole (in free space) is approximately 73 ohms. Before the days of 70 ohm 
coax (RG-59 and RG-11), hams either used open wire, balanced line with an “antenna coupler” to 
match the impedance of the source (transmitter) to the load (antenna), when using an antenna with 
relatively high characteristic impedance. The alternative was to use “twisted pair” feedline with a 
half wave dipole for a dedicated band. “Twisted pair” was nothing more than some power cord type 
insulated stranded wire, twisted together. Such a feedline had a characteristic impedance of about 
70 ohms, so the “Dummy Resistor” shown above simulated the same impedance value to provide a 
reasonably good “match” to the transmitter. 


Why a 37 ohm version? Evidently to provide a good match to a quarter wave ground plane antenna with 
straight radials (x axis at 0 degrees), whose characteristic impedance would be approximately 37 ohms. 
Ground plane antennas were popular on the old VHF bands, such as the 5 Meter and 2-1/2 Meter bands, 
which were assigned to hams until 1945, when they were replaced by the 6 and 2 Meter bands. 


When the radials of a quarter wave ground plane are bent downward to about 45 degrees, the input 
impedance would be raised to around 50 ohms. 
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What Was It? - Answer To Last Month’s Question 
By: Fred Belghaus KR2H 


Here’s a picture of the box containing the “Dummy Antenna Resistor.” 


welilMITE 


EO. Vw PATENT OF fice 


Vecuwm Tube Type 


DUMMY ANTENNA 
RESISTOR 


MODEL .0-100 


OHMS 73 


waiis 100 


ae Pere. 


OHMITE MANUFACTURING CO. ‘ 
4435 W. FLOURNOY STREET - CHICAGO, HLL. U.S.A 


= MADE IN UNITED BT, 


OF AMERICA 


Box for “Dummy Antenna Resistor” made by Ohmite 
Image: Bill Leger, WA2WL 


| confess I’m not sure what sort of feedline was used with a VHF ground plane back in the 1930s, but it 
was common for the entire VHF station (transmitter and receiver or transceiver) to be mounted outside 
the building in a wooden box near or on the roof, with the ground plane wired directly to the rig to make 
for a very short feedline. If “twisted pair” was used, it would only be a very short run, probably only 
inches, and the losses due to a mismatch minimal and considered acceptable. 


As a kid, | remember seeing these “Dummy Antenna Resistors” made by Ohmite advertised in the 
“Catalog Section” of A.R.R.L. Handbooks in the 1940s until about 1947. Nowadays, it seems, nobody 
bothers using a dummy load, either on VHF or HF! 


73, 


Fred KR2H 
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What Is It? - August, 2023 
By: Fred Belghaus KR2H 


Here we have a group of ten objects. This is a two part question: 


1. What are these objects, and more importantly... 
2. What is the white insulating material from which they are made? 


Only one hint: 


The material is quite unusual and, to my knowledge, has never been used in the 
United States for similar products. 


Answer next month. 


73, 


Fred, KR2H 
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DX Special Interest Group Update 
a DX 


Incoming QSL cards ... 


On 24 Jul 2023 at 4:57, a member wrote: 


> Would you please tell me how you 
> signup for this service. | have tried 
> in the past to find information but 
> gave up. Something about using the 
> NJ DX society... 


First, let’s explain what the “Incoming QSL Bureau” 
actually is ... 


The exchange of postcards, now called QSL cards, 
goes back just about to the beginning of amateur 
radio — maybe even further if you include the cards 
sent to listeners who reported broadcast quality to 
the big broadcast and shortwave stations. 


Having no other way to do it, these cards were 
exchanged using the postal mail. An operator or 
listen would send a card detailing the date, time, 
frequency, signal report and other comments to 
the distant station operator — in hopes of receiving 
a similar “confirmation” from the other station. 


As time went on, ham ops began exchanging these 
confirmation cards with hams in other countries as 
these highlighted their station’s abilities. Even back 
then, this became rather expensive. 


Then countries began forming national Amateur 
Radio organizations in their various countries, and 
eventually most of those groups set up a process to 
receive “in bulk” QSL cards coming from other 
national amateur organizations. These became 
known as the “Bureaus.” 


In the USA, the ARRL is the “Outgoing Buro” and 
each state has an “Incoming Buro” usually run by a 
local ham group. 


Procedures for using the Outgoing Buro can be 
found on the ARRL.org website. 


For us, in North NJ, our Incoming Buro is run by the 
NJ DX Association. They receive cards from 
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overseas “in bulk” and sort them by destination 
call sign and mail them to subscribers when there 
are enough cards to fill an envelope. 


Their website is not the best organized site on the 
web, but the info is there — here: 


https://www.njdxa.org/?page id=30 


https://www.njdxa.org/?page id=25 


Signing up for this service will get you DX QSL 
cards that have been sent by hams outside the 
USA to you, "via the buro" ... 


If you don't sign up, you won't get the cards. 


SENDING outgoing QSL cards are handled via the 
ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau ... info on that can be 
found at -- 


https://www.arrl.org/outgoing-qsl-service 
Follow all the links on that page for full info. 


You can't beat it for the price, as postage for an 
individual card to overseas is almost $1.50 each 
now. The drawback of the Buro is that it will take a 
LONG time to exchange cards! 


A more recent innovation is the oQRS service 
operated by ClubLog.org ... for DXpeditions, DX 
stations and others who are members, you can 
go to their website, check to see if you are IN the 
DX station’s log, and then order “on line” a QSL 
from the DX station. Usually the DX station will 
send a card “via the Buro” for free; if you want 
the card by postal mail directly or from their QSL 
Manager, then you can pay a small fee via PayPal 
to cover the postage, printing, etc. costs to the 
DX station. That’s usually around $3 to $5, which 
is more than fair. 


https://clublog.org/logsearch.ph 


We’ll cover the ClubLog procedures in a future 
column. Suffice it to say, it is VERY convenient. 


On the next page, | will show a card | recently 
received using the oQRS system. Often you get 


very nice foreign postage stamps as well ! 
Continued on next page. 


Continued on next page. 
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DX SIG, continued. 


A while ago, | worked UAOBA — who is located not 
very far from the shore of the Arctic Ocean, in 
upper Siberia. | thought it would be ‘kool’ to have 
a card from there, so | went on ClubLog and 
ordered it for $4 US. 


A few days ago, the card arrived — 


Showing a winter scene, looking out toward the 
Arctic Ocean beyond a frozen Siberian forest. 


ASIATIC RUSSIA WAZ:18 ITU: 21 
QTH: NORILSK RDA: KK-66 Loc: NP49ci 


OBA 


Andy N. Moiseev 
P.O. Bo: risk 


E-mail: uadba@yandex.ru 


Front side photo: Middle of the day in January in Taimyr 


suinios J 9B-DXCC 
War DXCC Challenge-2500 
3) WAS-TPA 
SS RDAALL Honor Roll # 1 
we S0XF 
fey, Com 
z ; g) 
"4 # % / 73! 
Onare Sore” 


( PSE QSL TNX [ 


On the back of the card is the usual info about the 
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QSO(s) being confirmed, about the DX station 
equipment, and often info about their town — 
country — etc. 


And no doubt that the return address and the 
stamps will assure that I’m on “the watch list.” 


Moncees A.H 
a/u 1163 
Omyea  y Hopiibern 
Npacnospexsit Kpat, 
663302 


a -- 
James E. 


E Cocper 7 


Not only nice stamps, but notice the carefully 
positioned cancellation. The last time | mailed 
an overseas QSL card at the Post Office, | went to 
the window and specifically asked the clerk if he 
would “hand cancel” the fancy stamps | had on 
the envelope (including one of the long-ago 5c 
Amateur Radio commemorative stamp) and he 
said “We are not supposed to do that.” But he 
was kind and did it anyway, with the round 
official PO rubber stamp they use on the 
“Insured” receipts and such. 


It’s worth asking, and probably more likely to be 
agreed at a smaller Post Office — but many hams 
around the world are also stamp collectors. And 
even if they are not, like me they enjoy showing 
the envelope and stamps along with the card. 


And showing them to “the public” always 
impresses people ! 


-- Jim W2JC 


A QSL card is the final courtesy 
of an amateur radio contact. 


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QSL_ card 
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For FLARC membership info 
and renewal/application form 
please visit: 


BREAKING 
NEWS 


FLARC Dues, new and renewal, (and even donations!) 
can now be made on-line ... 


[Please note that this is a temporary improvement while Dave KD2JIP works on a real, full-fledged web 
page for filling out the membership/renewal form and submitting that and payment on-line.] 


membership.FairLawnARC.or 


Payments can be made using either PayPal or Zelle. 
Here's how— 


Using PayPal — (J / 


Log into your PayPal account at 


ee! cer Sending to a friend 
At top right, select "My PayPal" No fee to use bank or balance to send to 
Under Quick links, select "Send Money" friends and family in the U.S. 


In the window showing 
Name, email or mobile number 
enter this email address: 


1947xvzabc1947@sgmail.com 
Clickon [ Next ] 


You will see a summary of your transaction; 
if no changes are required, click on 


[ Send Payment Now ] 


to complete your transaction. 


SSSSSSSSSS$SSSSSSSSS$$$ 
Enter $ amount you 2) a ae 


are sending, & in 


"add a note" area 0.00 Using Zelle — 
type in your CALL ” If you are using Zelle through your bank 
SIGN and which account, just send your dues to the following 


the dues are for, & ans Don’t forget to add in the note/message 
any other section your callsign and that it is for your 2020 
explanation. and/or2021 dues. 


PayPal Purchase Protection 


Clickon [ Continue] 
Clickon the [ Change] button 


Clickon "Sendingto a friend" link 


CONTINUED IN NEXT COLUMN —> 
Continued on next page. 


Continued on next page. 
Continued on next page. 
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For a PDF form that can be filled in on-line, then printed and mailed with check, CLICK HERE 
Or you can print this page, fill it in and mail to the address shown at the bottom. 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 


Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club 


Fair Lawn Recreation and Community Center 
10-10 20th Street 
Fair Lawn, N.J. 07410 


MEMBERSHIP/RENEWAL FORM 


Name Call 


Address PO Box Ste./Apt # 

City State Zip 

Roster Published Phone # Unpublished Phone # 

Roster Published EMAIL License class: 

Check all that apply v ARRL Member? RACES Member? ARES Member ? CERT? VE? 

Additional Family Members (In same household) -- 
Name Call 
Name. Call 
Introductory and Student Membership $ 20 $ 


(Students under the age of 18 eligible for student membership) 
(Introductory membership open to new members 
or not a member in last 7 yrs) 


Associate Membership * (No Fee) 
* Open to Fair Lawn Residents Only. No voting rights or other privileges. 
Renewal of Current Membership $ 25 $ 
Three Year Renewal Incentive $ 65 $ 
(Single memberships only, family memberships excluded) 
Additional Family Members # at $ 5 each $ 
Life Membership $ 625 $ 
Senior Life Membership (65 yrs. of age or over) $ 250 $ 
Equipment Fund Donation, above regular membership dues $ 
Total submitted $ 


Date 
Thereby acknowledge the By laws and rules and regulations of the club and will abide by them as amended 


Please Note: Memberships are NOT Pro-Rated. Membership is from Jan 1st to Dec. ar of any given year unless documented otherwise. 


Please make your dues check payable to the “Fair Lawn Amateur Radio Club” and remit to the following address: 


Fair Lawn ARC 

— Attn: David KD2MOB 
10-10 20* Street 

Fair Lawn, NJ 07410 
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Complete this form for NEW or RENEWAL ARRL membership and give to FLARC Treasurer [David Gotlib KD2MOB] with your payment check. 


1, ARRL ARRL Affiliated Club 
IW Binateur Radio Membership Application 


O lama brand-new member, or my membership lapsed for 2 or more years. My club will receive a $15 commission. 


O lam renewing (includes lapsed members of less than 2 years). My club will receive a $5.00 commission. 


Name Call Sign 
Address 

City State ZIP 
Email Phone. 

Date of Birth __/ / 


O My Family Member is Joining or Renewing: (Annually $10 per member) 
Name 


Name 


Your Annual Membership Dues - Choose your print magazine - 
Circle Your Choice Check One 


| | 8 Years | 2 Years | 1 Year | C1 @ST, ARRL’s membership journal 

[US Membership —=—=—s«d(|:«$140=«|:«$95—=«| «$49 Cd for active radio amateurs (12 monthly 
‘nterational Gian | $140 | $05 | s49_| issues) 

(On the Air, Beginner-tointermediate- 
[Blind = Cs|«S 880 =| 20 | S10 level help and advice (6 bimonthly issues) 
[Family | 880 $20 | S10 | 

student = (tti(it‘il;tS;*;”;!:C*dSCCCC@*d C8 Oi Digital Only (All members can access 


the digital versions of both magazines) 


Payment Enclosed is my: (Check O Money Order Charge Request 
Chargetomy: OVisa O Mastercard OAmex 0 Discover 


Card Number Expiration Date 


Card Holders Signature 


Toll Free (US) 1-888-277-5289 or 860-594-0200 * ARRL, 225 Main St., Newington, CT 06111-1400 
membership@arrl.org * www.arrl.org/join 
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FAIR LAWN AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
MINUTES BUSINESS MEETING 


Fair Lawn Senior Center 
August 4, 2023 


President Lee Smith KD2DRS called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. At his request the members present in 
person rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 


The President then asked the Club Secretary, Jim W2KNG, to call a role of the officers and Trustees. The 
Secretary called the following, each of whom responded as “present” : 


President, Lee, KD2DRS 


Treasurer, Dave, KD2MOB 
Secretary, Jim, W2KNG 


Trustee, Fred, W2ABE 
Trustee, Brian, KD2KLN, and 
Trustee, Judith, KC2LTM 


The Secretary confirmed to the President that a quorum existed in order for the meeting to proceed and 
business be conducted. 


The President, Lee KD2DRS, then informed the meeting that the prior President, Dave KD2JIP had resigned 
as President and that pursuant to the Club’s By-laws he, as Vice President at the time of the President’s 
resignation, has assumed the role as President for the remainder of the year. 


The President then asked for a motion from the floor for the approval of the minutes of the business 
meeting held July 7, 2023. Upon motion duly made by Brian KD2KLN and seconded by Judith KC2LTM the 
motion to accept the minutes of the meeting held July 7, 2023 was unanimously carried and the minutes 
approved. 


The President then asked for a report of the Auction Committee. Bill WA2WL responded that the Chair of 
the Auction would be Gene WO2W and that he would be the Co-Chair. The Auction will be held on the 
Friday after Thanksgiving. The Auction notice has been approved for inclusion in QST. Bill also reminded the 
members that if any member wished to donate equipment to the club for the Auction, that would be 
appreciated. 


The President then asked Jim W2JC for a report on the website. He stated that all was in order there. He 
also stated that there was a problem with the “Group.io” in that some emails were getting bounced and 
once bounced the software blocks the email. Therefore he has to manually send an email to each bounced 
email to restore the inclusion on the Group.io, but if the email is not good that doesn’t help. So if anyone is 
not getting emails, please let Jim W2JC know. 


Jim W2JC also reported that there were no QSLs received and none sent out because people are not 
operating from the Club station. In addition, Position 2 has been set up for FT8 in preparation for the 
W1AW/2 event. As far at that is concerned, there is a full roster of people signed up to operate W1AW/2, 
which is good, but still if any member wants to participate, please let Jim know. Van is going to open the 
Club on Saturday August 11 to allow members to operate from the Club for as long as possible. 


The President then asked for a report on RACES, ARES and CERT. Dave KD2MOB then gave a report on 
participation on the net every Wednesday night. He would like more participation, however. He did thank 
all volunteers. He is looking forward to more emergency drills. 
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Brian KD2KLN then gave a report on the checks in and duration of the Club’s “Near and Far” Net for the 
month of July. 


The Club’s Treasurer, Dave KD2MOB, then gave a report on the funds held both in the checking and 
electronic accounts. This led to a discussion of the collection of dues and how to deal with members who 
were in arrears or who pay late in the year. In the ordinary course notices go out in October of each year. 
When a member pays, the amount is credited to the prior open year. Dave also gave special thanks to all 
lifetime members. Upon motion duly made by Fred W2ABE and seconded by Judith KC2LTM, the 
Treasurer's Report was unanimously approved. 


The President then reminded the members of the upcoming W1AW/2 event and the NJ QSO party to be 
held September 16. 


The President then reported on the activities of the Youth Committee, of which he is Chairman. He said he 
would be in contact with Ron Durso of the Fair Lawn School system and would be meeting with him when 
he returns from vacation. 


The President then asked Gene WO2W to report on VE session. He reported there was one candidate for 
the next session which will be August 19, and added that it is not unusual for there to be fewer candidates 
during the summer months. 


The President then reported on views for the YouTube, including top views, likes and subscriptions. 
Jim W2JC then added that it is important to hit “likes” on the YouTube which is very important for statistics 
and how the channel is rated. 


You should go to http://YouTube.FLARC.org to find the Club’s YouTube presentations. 


Paul W2IP then reported for the Tech Committee on the antenna repair. He stated that the repairs were 
going ahead as planned. It is important that this be done prior to the hurricane season. It is also important 
to service the rotator, which has not been serviced for some time. He noted that there have been 
proposals in connection with the antenna repair, especially adding 10 and 6 meter capability, and that the 
Tech Committee will review those proposals and come back with a recommendation. The repairs will be 
done by a professional antenna company headed by AA1K though it is not yet scheduled. Paul added that it 
would not be wise to use the rotator in its current condition. 


The Membership Outreach Committee report was then given by Fred W2ABE. He reported on the 
members he had contacted and that he is continuing the efforts and has had some good results. Fred KR2H 
[formerly W2AAB] asked if Fred W2ABE could put some statistics together which would be helpful in 
analyzing members’ involvement and lack of involvement. This led to a renewal of the discussion held 
earlier in the meeting on the timing of members’ dues and now that the mid-year has passed there is not 
much incentive to pay dues for this year. However, all dues are applied to the most current year. 
W2IP stated that in prior years all dues were due by March 31. 


Judith KC2TLM reported that there were no health and welfare issues in July. 


Fred KR2H then reported that he had sold some donated equipment at the Sussex Hamfest for $250, 
turned that money in to the Treasurer and asked for a receipt. 


Jim W2JC reported that the POTA Sig Group has been super active especially on the SLACK channel. 


Gene WO2W then reported that in connection with a recent donation of equipment it was stipulated that 
the proceeds of any sale be donated to a youth program. The sale has yielded about $800 and Gene 
suggested that money be donated to a youth program with which Ria N2RJ is affiliated. Steve KAZYRA 
asked that the Secretary send a letter of thanks and acknowledgement to the donor to which the 
Secretary, Jim W2KNG responded that he would take care of that when Gene sent him all the information. 
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August 2023 
FLARC Business Meeting 


As to new business, Ed WX2R said he had been in communication with a Councilwoman from Fair Lawn 
who told him that 2024 would be Fair Lawn’s 100" Anniversary. She asked if the Club would be interested 
in participating. Ed suggested it would be a good idea to set up a special event station for the celebration. 
Upon motion made from the President and seconded by Judith KC2TLM it was carried that the Club should 
work with Fair Lawn on the 100" anniversary. 


Karl W2KBF then asked about any progress on the organizational issues raised at the last meeting. 
Jim W2KNG responded that a committee would be put together to consider the issue, but that nothing has 
been done to date. 


Gene WO2W then brought up the Auction and asked for a budget of $200. Upon motion made by 
Fred W2ABE and seconded by Brian KD2KLN, a budget of $200 for the Auction was approved. 


The President then made some closing remarks on his intention to set up a calendar of events and was 
looking forward to moving on with the antenna project. 


There being no further business, upon motion made by Brian KD2KLN and seconded by Judith KC2TLM and 
unanimously approved the meeting was adjourned. 


Respectfully Submitted 
Jim Jalil W2KNG, Secretary 
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